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BOOKNOTES*
Tm VE DIcrs WmE JusT. Edited by Albert Averbach and Charles
Price. Rochester: The Lawyers Co-operative Publishing Company,
1966. Pp. 277. $6.95.
The editors have compiled eight "true life stories of 'modem courtroom champions,' stories of men who fought against crushing odds and
discouraging circumstances"; two are criminal, and the rest are tort.
Each is relatively short and provides easy reading for both the attorney
and the layman.
The presentation of the tort cases definitely reflects the viewpoint
of a plaintiff's lawyer; the cases discussed demonstrate break-throughs
in the law and new approaches to humane redress in several problem
areas of civil proceedings. By quoting extensive testimony and giving
the attorney's analysis of both direct and cross-examination, the editors
have provided a pedagogical aid for the practicing attorney. While the
witnesses' testimony may be too extensive to hold a non-lawyer's interest completely, the subject of the cases, e.g., cancerophobia and the
Salk vaccine, provide the reader with incentive to discover whether
the jury brings in a "just" and large verdict; of course, it inevitably
does.
In the discussion of criminal proceedings, the editors have included an unforgettable account by Justice Musmanno concerning his
connection with Nazi war criminals, as interviewer, as a judge at
Nuremberg, and as a witness in the trial of Adolf Eichman. The
many appeals of Caryl Chessman are portrayed in a less dramatic
fashion. While the book in some instances is too elementary for the
lawyer and somewhat dry in places for the layman, it remains an
interesting and entertaining volume.
MPC

PREss. By John Lofton. Boston: Beacon Press, 1966.
Pp. 462. $5.95.

JusTicE AND THm

"[N] ewspaper influence may be brought to bear at every stage of
the law enforcement process-from the initial investigation of the
crime to the final administrative action. . . ." This statement reflects the
broad scope of justice and the Press; the author has undertaken to
analyze the influence of the press, primarily newspapers, on the just
* Booknotes are descriptive accounts of recent works in the legal field; they
are usually written by student staff members. Treatment of a work in this section
does not foreclose the possibility of more extended analysis in a subsequent
formal book review.
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administration of criminal proceedings. In the first of three primary
topics of discussion, Mr. Lofton outlines the growth of newspaper influence and the conflict with constitutional free press guarantees and
traces the development of criminal law by concisely stating the major
doctrines.
In Part Two, blame for the many injustices suffered by an accused
is placed on the often irresponsible press desirous of increasing
circulation and on overzealous public officials who, by playing on
public prejudice, seek to attain political advantage. Finally, the author
suggests appropriate remedies and urges reform of the press, the bench,
and the bar. Throughout, the text has been spiced with well-known
case histories, supposedly illustrating the author's points. However, in
his journalistic treatment and insertion of these cases, he has committed the very act he deplores-sensationalism.
CTC
GovERNm r CoNTni~crs GumE. By Commerce Clearing House Editorial Staff. Chicago: Commerce Clearing House, 1967. Pp. 786.
$17.50.
Any practitioner finding himself engulfed by a phase of the "new
property," i.e., contracting with the federal government, will find the
Guide a comprehensive and extremely useful research tool. It is designed to enable the reader to decipher the welter of regulations surrounding almost every facet of government contracting, from qualifying for to termination of a government contract. Especially helpful
is the section on required and permissible contract clauses.
Using an encyclopedic format, the Guide sets out the basic principles applicable to each phase of government contracting in concise
paragraphs. The provisions applicable to a particular problem can
easily be found through the general headings in the table of contents
or the topical index. For further information, cross-references cite
additional sources such as the current Armed Services Procurement
Regulations, Federal Procurement Regulations, Rulings of the U. S.
Comptroller General, pertinent decisions of the courts and the Board
of Contract Appeals, and CCH's Government ContractReports.

